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Species Election 



This application encompasses two different species of tine inventive subject mat- 
ter. These species correspond to a first embodiment shown in Figures 1 and 4, and a 
second embodiment shown in Figures 5-7. The species constitute patentably distinct 
inventions (35 USC 121) and lacl< unity of invention (PCT Rule 13.1) because they are 
not so linked as to form a single inventive concept and they lack the same special tech- 
nical features relating to a housing unit for temperature and humidity probes. Further- 
more, examination of more than one such species would involve an added search 
and/or examination burden because the different species require divergent fields of 
search and/or the application of different reference material. Applicants are required for 
a complete response to (1 ) elect a single disclosed species and (2) list all claims read- 
able on the elected species including any claims subsequently added. 

Claim 1 appears to be generic. 

Applicants are further advised that a mere argument alleging that a generic claim 
is allowable will not satisfy a species election requirement. For a complete response, 
applicants must elect a single species and list the claims readable on that species as 
set forth above. In the event that a generic claim is allowed, applicants will be entitled 
to consideration of claims to additional species which are written in dependent form or 
otherwise include all the limitations of an allowed generic claim as provided by 37 
CFR 1.141. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC 112 

Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 USC 112, second paragrapli, for failing to par- 
ticularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicants regard as the 
invention. 

The present claims include a number of significant features described in terms of 
language that is vague, indefinite, ambiguous or inaccurate. 

Claim 1 and related dependent claims 2-13 recite "a lifting and pressurization sta- 
tion(16)" (see claim 1, lines 4-5, and claim 9, lines 2-3). The cited expression, especi- 
ally the term "lifting", is vague and indefinite. It is presumed that the term "lifting" must 
mean something other than "pressurization", but the intended meaning of the term is 
simply not clear. 

Claim 1 also describes a maximum operating pressure as "preferably up to 120 
bar" (lines 6-7). Any such feature introduced by the term "preferably" is categorically 
indefinite since it is unclear whether that feature actually has a limiting effect on the 
claim. 

Claim 3 recites "a continuous electric-electronic inverter (38, 38a) of the rotation 
rate" (lines 4-5). The "inverter" described in the cited passage is ambiguous. The term 
"inverter" is normally used in the electrical engineering field to describe a device that 
converts DC current to AC current, but the cited passage appears to apply this term to 
some type of control device for changing or reversing the speed of a pump drive motor. 
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Claim 4 recites "chamber (51 ) is positioned liorizontally or vertically in a transit 
canalization or duct 14" (lines 4-6). As shown in the corresponding embodiment of 
Figure 1 , however, chamber 51 is located adjacent to rather than "in" duct 14. The 
claim consequently appears to conflict with the disclosed invention and thus raises a 
question as to whether the present claim language is in fact accurate. 

Claim 4 additionally recites "a number of holes (47, 50), arranged in an out of 
axis sequence" (lines 8-9). As shown in the corresponding embodiment of Figure 4, 
however, at least holes 47 appear to be axially aligned, which raises a further question 
of claim accuracy. 

Claims 5 and 7 recite a "rotation regime reducer" (claim 5, line 4, and claim 7, 
lines 3-4). The cited language is ambiguous ~ it is unclear whether the claim is reciting 
a speed reducing device, i.e. a gearbox, or something else. 

Claim 10 refers to regulation and control units as "envisaged in the present 
cooling system" (lines 5-6), and claim 13 similarly refers to further structure with the 
term "envisages" (lines 2-7). As used in their present context, the meaning of the terms 
"envisaged" and "envisages" is not clear and the claims are consequently rendered 
indefinite. 

Claims 7 and 8 are further rejected under 35 USC 112, first and second para- 
graphs, as the claimed invention is not described in such full, clear, concise and exact 
terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to make and use the same, and/or for 
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failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicants 

regards as the invention. 

Claim 7 recites that the so-called rotation regime reducer: 

"is run by a software that reveals the position by means of an encoder system and 
through a programmed logic, decides and memorizes the appropriate position for 
registering the thermo-hygrometric condition" (lines 4-7). 



Claim 8 further recites: 

"water conditioning apparatuses, with the possible fractionation in several filtration and 
separation steps of the slurries, using components with a mechanical and/or electro- 
magnetic action, subjected to both manual and automatic control with local and/or 
remote installation with local and/or remote analogical visualization of the process data" 
(lines 4-10). 



The material in the two above cited passages, while briefly mentioned in the 
specification, is not supported by a full and adequate disclosure (§112, first paragraph), 
and furthermore, the claim language itself appears to describe an intended use or 
operating method that has no clear limiting effect on the actual structure of the claimed 
apparatus (§112, second paragraph). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC 102 



Claims 1, 2 and 10 are rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Horii et al. 
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To the extent that the claims can be understood, the various features of the 
recited gas turbine water system are all present in conventional water systems of the 
type disclosed by Horii. Attention is called for example to the gas turbine water system 
in Horii's Figure 1; see the gas turbine comprising elements 1-3, the measuring and 
control apparatus comprising element 35 along with related components, the pres- 
surization (lift and pressurization) station comprising pump 20 along with related com- 
ponents, the water nozzles 17, the nozzle piping and header structure (ramps) compris- 
ing elements 15 and 25, the housing unit 14, and the temperature and humidity probes 
36 and 61. 

With regard to claim 2, it is emphasized that recited subject matter relates to 
manufacturing methods and has no significant limiting effect on the claimed apparatus. 
Whether the claimed water treatment system is installed in a gas turbine plant at the 
time of construction or as a later retrofit, the end product apparatus would still be the 
same and would still be anticipated by conventional prior art. 

With respect to claim 10, it is additionally pointed out that Horii's control unit 35 
operating in conjunction with pump 20 and valve 22 will necessarily cause a variation in 
the quantity of water sent to nozzles 17. 
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Additional References 



Zachary et al, Tomlinson et al, and Utamura are cited as disclosing furtlier per- 
tinent examples of gas turbine water supply systems. 



/Louis J. Casaregola/ 
Primary Examiner; A.U. 3741 
571-272-4826 (M-F; 7:30-4:00) 
571-273-8300 FAX 
April 27, 2009 



If repeated attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the art unit supervisor, Michael Cuff, can be 
reached at 571-272-6778. 
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Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or 
Public PAIR, and status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Pri- 
vate PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



